
Dear Parishioners, 
 

 On this fifth Sunday of Easter, the liturgy presents Jesus as 
the vine. Jesus is the true vine, because he did God's will and      
produced the good wine of faithfulness. Jesus is the new and       
authentic vine that is capable of producing life for the branches. 
In Jesus, we receive the strength to face any type of situation in our life. In 
Him, we find the meaning in life and daily struggles. 

Jesus is the true vine and we are the branches. The branch is an         
extension of the vine. If the branch is not fed by the vine, it cannot produce 
anything. Hence, to produce fruits, we need to remain united to Christ.        
Remaining in Christ means having a relationship of trust and reciprocal 
loyalty with Jesus, founded on faith.  Communion with Chr ist gives us  
life and inner strength, the capacity and constancy to transform reality and 
overcome evil inside and outside us. 

Remaining in Christ also means not abandoning the commitments we 
made, especially in Baptism, and obedience to Christ’s commandments which 
also means remaining in His love. To be separated from Jesus means absolute 
sterility. A Christian who does not remain united to Christ dries up and does 
not bear fruit. A Christian without Jesus Christ may even have a brilliant 
life, full of health, ideas, successful business and family but in the eyes of 
God, lifeless, fruitless and empty. Anyone who apparently belongs to the 
Church, but does not maintain a connection with Jesus, is alone in the crowd. 
Every person that moves away from Jesus Christ the vine tends to die. People 
separated from others and from God, wither, dry and die. 

If we remain in communion with Jesus and “his words remain in 
us”, we will receive everything that we ask for in his name. As branches  
we have no life and meaning apart from the vine. Communion with Christ 
and the Church is the way to overcome crises, aridity and adversity. 

However, the Church as the vine also needs a lot of care. It must be 
pruned, watered and cleaned so that it maintains its identity and bond with the 
Lord of the vineyard. In this sense, the church in the vine cared by God with 
the Word and Sacraments. The Word and Sacraments nourish us, cleanse us, 
and transform us from within. Believing in the Word is bearing fruit. Living 
the Sacraments prunes us of worldly influences, greed, laziness,            
selfishness, lies, hypocrisy, etc. 

Remaining in Christ entails living a life of prayer. A life of prayer 
means being in tune with Jesus and his plan, and that is doing God’s will. This 
is what it means to pray in Jesus’ name, and surely everything that we ask for 
in Jesus’ name will be answered. 
 
God bless you. 
 
Fr. Francisco Evangelista 

Fifth Sunday of Easter -  Sunday 28th April 2024 

Next Sunday: 6th Sunday of Easter Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48      1 John 4:7-10       John 15:9-17  

 

Monday 29th April 
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass  
 

Tuesday 30th April 
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass  
   9.30am Bible Study 
 

Wednesday 1st May 
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass 
 

Thursday 2nd May 
 

   7.50am Christian Meditation 
   8.45am Morning Prayer 
   9.00am Mass 
    
Friday 3rd May 
 

   8.15am Morning Prayer 
   8.30am Mass  
   9.00am Adoration 
 10.00am First Friday Mass 
 10.00am Legion of Mary 
 

Saturday 4th May 
 

10.00am Rosary & Novena 
11.00am Reconciliation 
  2.30pm Charismatic Prayer 
 (Spanish) 
  5.00pm Reconciliation 
  6.00pm Mass  
 

Sunday 5th May 
6th Sunday of Easter 

 

  6.30am Mass  
  8.00am Mass  
  9.15am Mass  
10.30am Mass  

  6.00pm Mass (Youth)  
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“Christ The Vine” by Leos Moskos,  
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Archdiocese of Brisbane Safeguarding Commitment 
   

The Archdiocese has zero tolerance for all forms of abuse and is committed to safeguarding 
everyone involved in its activities, ministries and services. 

The safety and wellbeing of children and adults-at-risk is paramount. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter (Year B) 
 

First Reading: Acts 9:26-31 From the growth of the early Church, our attention turns now to Saul. The one-time 
persecutor of the disciples now seeks to join their number. While most are hesitant and afraid, Barnabas takes charge 
of him and introduces him to the apostles.  
 
Second Reading: 1 John 3:18-24 A further meditation on love from the First Letter of John. Our love for each other is to 
be real and active. The measure of our love is our conscience. Even if we were to be condemned by our conscience (‘heart’ 
in some translations), God is greater than our conscience, and we need have no fear in God’s presence.  
 
Gospel: John 15:1-8 This Sunday’s Gospel Reading is a meditation on Jesus, the true vine. We have life in Jesus, the true 
vine. Even branches far from the source find life in Jesus, and bear fruit in plenty 
   Doran, Anthony. "Fifth Sunday of Easter - 19 April 2024." Pastoral Liturgy 54, no. 2 (2024): 1-5.   

FIRST FRIDAY MASS & MORNING TEA 
 
 

First Friday Mass will be held on  Friday 3 May 

at 10am. This will be followed by Morning 

Tea in the Avocado Room.  All are welcome, 

see you there! 

2024 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Sunnybank 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

Children aged 8 to 10 are eligible for this 

year’s Sacramental Program, which begins with Confirma-

tion. Registration are now open. 
 

Parent Info Session:  

 Sunday 19th May, 3pm 

 OLOL School Auditorium 
 

Rite of Enrolment Masses: (during weekend Mass)  

 Saturday 25 May, 6pm 

 Sunday 26 May, 9:15am, 10:30am & 6pm 
 

Key Formation Session 1: 

 Sunday 2nd June, 3pm 

 OLOL Primary School Auditorium 
 

Key Formation Session 2: 

 Sunday 9th June, 3pm 

 OLOL Primary School Auditorium 
 

Rehearsal: 

 Sunday 16th June, 3pm 

 Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation: 

 Thursday 20 June, 6pm 

 Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
 

If you have any questions,  

please email the parish office at: 

pa.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 

Second Monday of the Month Coffee Morning  

When: Monday 13 May 9:30am 

Where: Chatterbox Coffee Shop,  

Sunnybank Hills Shoppingtown,  

661 Compton Road, Sunnybank Hills.  

All are welcome! 

 

 
WE HAVE KEPT A SEAT FOR 

YOU AT THE TABLE  

 

Alpha is almost here! Join us Tuesday 30
th
 April in the 

Avocado Room at 6:15pm. 
Don’t miss this opportunity  

At Alpha you can ask anything! Alpha is a safe space 
where you can ask questions about life, faith and     

meaning.  
A seat at the table has been prepared for you, all you 

have to do is come. 
Please register via the Parish Office on 3345 3766  

 

CATHOLIC KIDS CLUB: 
 

Saturday 4
th 

 May: 3pm-5pm  

Jacaranda Room  - Parish Centre  

(Ages 4-11) 
 

Catholic Kids Club is a group for primary school aged kids 

that come together to learn about faith in a fun way that 

they can relate to. We play games, hear stories and make 

crafts which are centred around a different theme.  
 

Please Note: The next online Safeguarding Training 
will be held on Wednesday, 8 May 2024 at 10.30am 

mailto:pa.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au


ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT... 
 

...is held every Tuesday at 7pm in the 

church. Everyone is welcome to spend a  

few minutes or the whole Holy Hour in the 

presence of the Lord. 

Your Prayers Are Asked For: 
 

Recently deceased: Berto Montoya, Gerardo Fernandez, Fr Nik Zlatunic, Fr. Marty Larsen, 
 

Those with anniversaries & others who have died: Kenneth Ward, Mabel Nair, Zsigmond Hegyi,                              
Lionel James, Francis Mar Fan, Fidelia Henriques, Maria Antonia Barrientos,  
  

Those who are unwell: Verna Sharp, Gabriela Ruano, John Bragg, Cecilia Morandini, Peter Morandini, Nora Arceo, 
Dalio Mira, David Hylan, Alexandra Guerra, 

PARISH COMMUNITY WEEKEND 
 

Come celebrate with us on the weekend of  

4 & 5 May at the usual Masses and share a 

‘cuppa’ and meet new friends and old. The Welcoming 

Group invites you to stay for a while after Mass and get to 

know your fellow parishioners. See you there! 

OLOL MEN’S BBQ BREAKFAST 
 

An invitation is extended to all the men of our Parish to 

come along and enjoy breakfast on the first Saturday of 

each month. 

Our next breakfast will be held on  

Saturday 4th May from 7am,  

in the Avocado Room of Paloma Centre.  

A full BBQ breakfast plus tea, coffee and  

juices will be available for the usual  

$10 per person. Will also include  

our famous Lamb’s Fry and Bacon 

 

Our guest speaker this month will be Charles Joseph who 

will speak on technology. 

If you are new and would like to attend, please contact 
Bob to register (0467 341 604).  

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH!  
If you are a newcomer, we are hon-

oured to have you celebrate  with us, 

and would like to have the opportuni-

ty to  

welcome you and  answer any ques-

tions you may have.  

 

If you would like to hear more about 

our caring faith  community, please 

take a New Parishioner form from the 

front of the Church and send it to the 

parish office.  

CHARISMATICS PRAYWER GROUP 
Saturday 4th May — Spanish prayer meeting — Avocado 
Room. 
Saturday 11th May — English prayer meeting — Media 
Room. 
Saturday 18th May — Spanish Pentecost Retreat — Avo-
cado Room. 
Note: You are invited to our “Annual Spanish Retreat” 18th 
May.  
Spiritual Directors: Fr. Ray Sanchez & Fr. Francisco Evan-
gelista 
Please contact the office for more information 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

The next outing for the Friendship Group is on 
Thursday 16th May a bus trip to Pimpama for the 
Show “Keeping Up Appearances” 
 
The bus leaves outside Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
at 9:15am sharp. Please be ate the Church by 
8:45am.  
Any inquiries to Haji Kelly 23731802 or 0438734706 

If you would like to start receiving  

the parish newsletter via email,  

please contact the parish office at 

sec.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 

mailto:sec.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au


 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
PARISH STAFF 
& CONTACTS 

 

Pastoral Ministry Coordinator  
Noel Arceo 

pa.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
 

Local Safeguarding Representative 
Fiona Eastgate 

lsr.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
  
 

Secretary 
Megan Carroll 

 sec.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
 

Accounts 
Tam Nguyen  

accounts.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
 

Caring Ministry 
care.concern.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 

 
 

Unite Youth/Young Adults Coordinators 
Abbey O’Toole & Gabby Alamo 

youth.sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au 
0493 100 177 

 
 

Parish Music Coordinator: 
Barbara Elliott 

elliottba@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
 

Housekeeper:   
Louise Weston 

 
 

Paloma Reception Centre                                       
3345 3766 

 
 

OLOL School, Sunnybank  
Principal - Phil Manitta 

  3345 0700 
 
 

OLOL OSHC 
Co-ordinator - Sheleen Lata 

sunnybankoshc@bne.centacare.net.au 
3344 3064 

 
  

   St Thomas More College,  
Sunnybank 

Principal - Les Conroy 
3323 4600 

 
 

St Vincent de Paul 
1800 Vinnies 
1800 846 644 

 
 

Centacare 
Service Leader -  

Darryl McCormack 
3853 7400 


